GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES ON GENDER AND WOMEN – GWS 102 

FALL 2007

Dr. Cassandra Veney

1828 University Hall

Phone:  (312) 355-4368

E-mail:  crveney1@uic.edu
Office Hours:  Monday, Wednesday:  1:15-2:45 p.m.

Lecture Time:  11894 LEC 11:00-11:50 a.m., Mon.,Wed. C003 2LCC  

Teaching Assistants:

Mike Gill

E-Mail:  mgill4@uic.edu

Discussion Sections:

11881 DIS 9:00-9:50 a.m. Friday 104 2SH

11884 DIS 10:00-10:50 a.m. Friday 104 2SH

Catherine Jacquet

E-Mail:  cjacqu1@uic.edu  

Discussion Sections:

11876 DIS 11:00-11:50 a.m. Friday 104 2SH

21686 DIS 12:00-12:50 p.m. Friday 104 2SH

Neslihan Sen

E-Mail:  nsen2@uic.edu

Discussion Sections:

11865 DIS 11:00-11:50 a.m. Friday 315 2SH

21686 DIS 1:00-1:50 p.m. Friday 104 2SH  

If you enjoy this course, please consider becoming a GWS major or minor.  This course already counts for one of your requirements.  Forms for enrolling and further information can be found at the GWS website at http://www.uic.edu/depts/wsweb/Wsweb.html or come to the GWS office and talk to Nan Ke in 1806 University Hall or e-mail her at nke3@uic.edu.

Course Description:

This course provides an examination and analysis of the construction of gender, race, and sexuality in a global context including the United States.  It explores the effects of globalization in terms of forced migration, HIV/AIDS, sex workers, the rise of militarism in various societies, and the role of the media in its portrayal of women of color in the United States.  The goal of the course is to examine issues that cut across various societies, how people organize themselves on a local and global level to address these issues, and the role of state and non-state actors.  

Required Texts:  The following are available for purchase at the UIC bookstore or online from Barnes and Noble, Amazon.com, or the publishers:

Dennis Altman.  Global Sex.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 2002.

Angela Davis and Neferti X.M. Tadiar, editors.  Beyond the Frame:  Women of Color and Visual Representation.  New York:  Palgrave-Macmillan, 2005.

Cynthia Enloe.  Bananas, Beaches and Bases:  Making Feminist Sense of International Politics.  Berkeley, California:  University of California, 2000.

Course Requirements:  Each student must also be registered for one of the discussion/recitation sections each Friday with one of the teaching assistants listed above in addition to the lecture.

Examinations:  There will be THREE in class examinations that will consist of short answer and essay questions (50% of grade).

Group Project:  Students will be divided into groups of no more than six in their discussion sections.  Each group will form a political party in the country of their choice including the United States and countries not discussed in class.  Each group must submit a 10-12 page, double-spaced, typed paper in which they provide background information on their country of choice, e.g., population, ethnic/racial composition, economic conditions, political structure, etc.  Particular details and other information needed for the project will be distributed in class.   Projects must be turned in to your respective TA at the beginning of the discussion section.  He or she will not accept projects electronically, from his or her mailbox, or from under her or his door (35% of grade).

Attendance:  Students are required to attend both the lectures and discussion sections.  Attendance is mandatory in discussion sections and will be taken each time the class meets (15% of grade). 

Attendance Policy:

Students with TWO or more unexcused absences will not receive a passing grade.  Excused absences are limited to the instances of severe illness (documentation is required) and crises within one’s immediate family.  All other reasons for missing class will most likely be considered unexcused.  Leaving class early is considered an unexcused absence.  Chronic or extreme tardiness is also considered an unexcused absence. The burden is on the student to make sure that the instructor has approved an absence.  Do not wait until the end of the semester to realize that absences will affect your grade.

Grade Distribution:  Students can earn a total of 300 points in the course that will be distributed as follows:

270-300 A

240-269
B

210-239 C

180-209 D

Below 180
F

Grade Evaluations:

Examination #1

50 points

Examination #2

50 points

Examination #3

50 points

Group Project


105 points

Attendance


  45 points

Total



300 points
Assignment Due Dates:

Examination #1

Oct. 1st
Examination #2

Oct. 24th
Group Project

Nov. 16th
Examination #3

Dec. 5th
Academic Integrity:

UIC defines academic integrity as the pursuit of scholarly activity in an open, honest, and responsible manner.  All students should act with personal integrity, respect for other students’ dignity, rights and property, and help create and maintain an environment in which all can succeed through the fruits of their efforts.  Dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated in this course.  Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarizing, fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of academic dishonesty by other, having unauthorized possession of examinations, submitting work of another person or work previously used without informing the instructor, tampering with the academic work of other students.  Students who are found to be dishonest will receive academic sanctions and will be reported to the University’s Judicial Affairs Office for possible further disciplinary sanctions.

Course Outline:

Aug. 27

Organizational Meeting and Introduction to Course

Aug. 29

Gender in a Global Context




Enloe, Preface, Chapter 1




Altman, Preface, Chapter 1

Sept. 3


LABOR DAY – NO CLASS


Sep. 5


Gender and Women of Color in the United States




Tadiar and Davis, Introduction

Sept. 10,12

Gender, Sex, and International Politics



Enloe, Chapters 2,3




Altman, Chapter 8

Sept. 17,19

Gender and International Politics




Enloe, Chapters 4,5

Sept. 24,26

Gender and International Politics



Enloe, Chapters 6,7

Oct. 1


EXAMINATION #1

Oct. 3,8

Globalization, Gender, and Sex




Altman, Chapters 2,3



Oct. 10,15

Globalization, Gender, and Sex




Altman, Chapters 4,5,6

Oct. 17,22

Globalization, Gender and Sex



Altman, Chapters 7,9,10

Oct. 24


EXAMINATION #2

Oct. 29,31

Race and Gender in Popular Culture in the United States




Tadiar and Davis, Chapters 1,2,3

Nov. 5,7

Race and Gender in Popular Culture in the United States




Tadiar and Davis, Chapters 4,5

Nov. 12,14

Race and Gender in Popular Culture in the United States




Tadiar and Davis, Chapters 6,7,8

Nov. 16
PROJECTS ARE DUE—MUST BE TURNED IN AT THE BEGINNING OF THE DISCUSSION CLASS TO YOUR TA  
Nov. 19,21

Women of Color:  Resisting Stereotypes



Tadiar and Davis, Chapters 9,10,11,12

Nov. 26,28

Forced Migration and Gender:  A Case Study of Tanzania

Human Rights Watch, “Seeking Protection:  Addressing Sexual and Domestic Violence in Tanzania’s Refugee Camps,” available online at www.hrw.org/reports/2000/tanzania


Dec. 3


Migration and the Global Economy




Enloe, Chapter 8

Dec. 5


EXAMINATION #3 
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1

