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Course Description


This course will provide an intensive introduction to two of the most significant trends in modern feminist theory: “French” psychoanalytically-influenced feminist theory, and “Postcolonial” critiques of a white, Western, liberal versions of a universal feminist project and identity. If First Wave feminism was about the struggle for equality and basic political rights, Second Wave feminism was about the exploration of the femine/women’s experience from a feminist (rather than patriarchal or masculinist) perspective. Although the course begins with two classic texts of First-into-Second Wave feminist theory (Chernyshevsky and DeBeauvoir), our focus will be on critical responses to the mainstream of the Second Wave. Our intention is to explore the texts that attempt to reconceptualize the possibilities for feminist theory and practice, by reconsidering the basis for women’s identity in their bodies, their languages, their histories, and their cultures. What does it mean to write as a woman, or as Woman? What does it mean to write for women? What do we need to learn from the differences in ourselves, and the differences in each other? Readings taken from classic texts (both books and articles) of modern (late 20th century) feminist theory and scholarship will help us consider these questions.

Course Requirements

Attendance is required; two unexplained absences will lower your grade. Students are expected to do all assigned readings, and to participate in class discussions. All responsible contributions to discussion are welcome. Students with disabilities who require accommodations for access and participation in this course must be registered with the Office of Disability Services. Students must notify the instructor within the first ten days of the semester of the specific dates on which they are requesting an absence for religious observance. All students are expected to do their own work; cheating will be punished.  

All students are expected to do the assigned readings before the class meeting, and are required to submit a weekly critical response to the week’s reading(s) of two--five pages. These response papers must be left in the box on my office door (BSB 1122A) by noon of the day the reading is discussed (Mondays). Email submissions are not acceptable. Students must also bring a copy of that week’s critical response paper to class; you may be asked to use your paper as the basis for leading class discussion. 

All students are required to submit a final seminar essay, the topic to be determined in consultation with the instructor. The essay may address the cumulative readings from the course in terms of their theoretical implications and resonances, or pursue an independent topic that extends questions/readings from the course in a direction more related to students’ individual research. An abstract (with initial bibliography) of the final seminar essay is due immediately after Spring Break. Students are encouraged to consult with the instructor regarding both the topic and drafts of the final paper. Final grades will be calculated on the following basis: participation 15%, weekly critical essays 40%, abstract of final paper 5%, final seminar paper 40%. 

Readings

(Note on the readings: several reading assignments have an additional section listed as Further Reading. These are not meant as required assigned readings, but as bibliographical suggestions for further research and inquiry. They are highly recommended, but not necessary for the week’s discussion or for the course.) 

Books: available from Women and Children First Bookstore

Estelle Freedman, The Essential Feminist Reader (Modern Library, 2007) [RECOMMENDED]

Nikolai Chernyshevsky, trans. Michael Katz, What Is to Be Done? (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1989)

Simone DeBeauvoir, The Second Sex (Vintage, 1989)

Patricia Hill Collins, Black Feminist Thought, 10th Anniversary Edition (New York: Routledge, 2000)

Gloria Anzaldua, Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza, 2nd Edition (San Francisco: Aunt Lute Books, 1999)

Chandra Mohanty, Feminism without Borders: Decolonizing Theory, Practicing Solidarity (Durham: Duke University Press, 2003)

Leila Ahmed, Women and Gender in Islam: Historical Roots of a Modern Debate (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1992)

Essays: available on course Blackboard site, and/or through electronic reserve

Syllabus

Jan. 14

Course Introduction 

(Recommended: Freedman, The Essential Feminist Reader)

Jan.  21
Martin Luther King Day/NO CLASS
Classics

Finding the First Wave

Jan. 28

Chernyshevsky, What Is to Be Done? 

[19th century example of radical practice and feminist inspiration]

Feb. 4

DeBeauvoir, The Second Sex 

[20th century example of a radical feminist impulse, restrained by a masculinist feminist analysis: FEMINISM BLOCKED?]

Psychoanalysis: from the Inside Out

Our Minds: bodies/language/discourse/self

Feb. 11
Riviere, “Woman as Masquerade”; Heath, “Joan Riviere and the Masquerade”; Doane, “Film and the Masquerade: Theorizing the Female Spectator” 

[an early feminist conception of an alternative feminine identity and practice: FEMINISM UNBLOCKED ?] 

(Further Reading: Laura Mulvey, “Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema in Screen, 16.3 Autumn 1975)

Feb. 18
New French Feminisms excerpts (Herrmann, Cixous, Irigaray, Gauthier, Kristeva, Duras, Chawaf, Gagnon, Forrester, Rochefort)

[explorations of feminism as a newly embodied feminine: IMPLICATIONS?]

(Further Reading: Judith Butler, Gender Trouble, Routledge, 1990/1999)

Feb. 25
Burke, “Introduction to…”; Irigaray, “When Our Lips Speak Together”; Irigaray, “This Sex Which Is Not One”

Mar. 3
Lacan, “The Mirror Stage”; Sigmund Freud, Dora: Fragment of an Analysis of a Case of Hysteria 

[rereading the patriarchal analysis of feminine identity: CRITIQUE?

(Further Reading: Marie Balmary, Psychoanalyzing Psychoanalysis: Freud and the Hidden Fault of the Father, Johns Hopkins, 1982) 

Mar. 10
Film: My Twentieth Century
Postcolonial Revisions: Form the Outside In

Our World: society/spaces/power/selves

Mar. 18
Collins, Black Feminist Thought; Truth, “Ain’t I a Woman”; 

hooks, “Postmodern Blackness” 

[explorations of feminism from outside the white Anglo-American mainstream: IMPLICATIONS? 

(Further Reading: Maria Stewart, Maria W. Stewart, American’s First Black Woman Political Write, Essays and Speeches, Indiana, 1987; Jo Ann Gibson Robinson, The Montgomery Bus Boycott and the Women Who Started It, University of Tennessee, 1987)

Mar. 24
Spring Break /NO CLASS
Mar. 31
Anzaldua, Borderlands/La Frontera
Final Essay Abstracts Due 

April 7

Mohanty, Feminism without Borders 

[explorations of feminism from outside white Anglo-American nationality: IMPLICTIONS?] 

April 14
Ahmed, Women and Gender in Islam 

(Further Reading: Partha Chatterjee, “The Nation and Its Women,” “Women and the Nation” from The Nation and Its Fragments, Princeton 1993)

Apr. 21
Barret, “Report Back”; Spivak, “Can the Subaltern Speak?”; 

Spivak, “If Only”

Apr. 28
Course Conclusion

May 5

Finals Week (Papers Due)

