GWS 502 – Research Approaches in Gender & Women’s Studies
Fall 2007, Tuesday 2:00 – 5:00, Room 315 Stevenson Hall
Professor John D’Emilio, Room 1812 University Hall

Office Hours:  Tuesday 10 - 12; and by appt.

312 996-2502
demilioj@aol.com

Are there research methodologies that are identifiably feminist?  Do they differ by field or discipline?  What makes a methodology feminist?  Is there something that unifies research methods considered feminist?  Does doing research as a feminist imply anything other than always asking questions like “how does gender matter here?” or “what difference does gender make?” in any intellectual investigation?


This course will attempt to sharpen our understanding of these issues by focusing on the subject of marriage.  In one form or another, marriage is a near universal institution.  It plays a key role in reproducing gender in society, and at the same time a society’s understanding of gender helps shape the institution of marriage.  As a topic, marriage lends itself to historical as well as contemporary investigation; to broad cross-cultural exploration as well as localized study; to literary and cultural criticism as well as sociological analysis.  Is there a discipline in the humanities, the social sciences, or the natural sciences that hasn’t had something to say about marriage?  Moreover, we are living in a moment when cries of a “marriage crisis” are loud and persistent and when the institution itself is being reshaped before our eyes.

The course is structured around 1) common readings and 2) individual projects.

1) Common Readings.  Some weeks, we will discuss books and articles that we have read in common.  The readings will not cover every discipline, but I have tried to choose widely enough to give you a range of perspectives on how some scholars – feminist and otherwise - have approached marriage and the kinds of issues they investigate.  The following books, available in the campus bookstore, will be read in their entirety:


Nancy Cott, Public Vows

Carol Stack, All Our Kin

Christopher Carrington, No Place Like Home

Jhumpa Lahiri, The Namesake
In addition, we will read a number of scholarly articles, a government report, and recent journalism, and will view at least one film.  All readings other than the books will either be posted on the course Blackboard site or have a link that you can use to access them.

2) Individual Projects.  Other weeks, we will focus on your work.  Each student will be expected to compile a bibliography on marriage, annotate it, identify a subject of investigation related to marriage, and write an essay that reviews and assesses the literature on your topic.  Your work will get posted on the Blackboard site and we will discuss together what you’re learning in class so that, by semester’s end, each of us has an understanding of marriage and of feminist methodologies much broader and deeper than would be possible just through our own individual work.
The rest of the syllabus provides 1) a schedule of classes and assignments; 2) the requirements for the course; 3) an outline of the stages of the major project for the course; 4) some comments about the Blackboard site.
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES AND ASSIGNMENTS
1) August 28.  Introduction to the Course

2) September 4.  Contemporary Marriage:  Crisis?  Revolution?  Transformation?  Deinstitutionalization?  Same Old, Same Old?

- Andrew J. Cherlin, “The Deinstitutionalization of American Marriage,” Journal of Marriage and the Family, 66 (November 2004): 848-61.

- Frank F. Furstenberg, Jr., “Divorce and the American Family,” Annual Reviews in Sociology, 16 (1990): 379-403.

- Pamela J. Smock, “Cohabitation in the United States:  An Appraisal of Research Themes, Findings, and Implications,” Annual Reviews in Sociology, 26 (2000): 1-20.

- Amy Kaler, “’Many Divorces and Many Spinsters’:  Marriage as an Invented Tradition in Southern Malawi, 1946-1999,” Journal of Family History, 26 #4(October 2001):  529-56.

- Nan D. Hunter, “The New Law of Marriage,” The Good Society 14: #1-2 (2005):  11-14.
3) September 11.  A Historian’s Take on Marriage in the U.S.


Nancy Cott, Public Vows:  A History of Marriage and the Nation
4) September 18. Finding a Topic


preliminary bibliography due; discussion of topic ideas.
5) September 25. Scholarship & Public Policy:  the Case of the Moynihan Report
- U.S. Department of Labor, The Negro Family:  The Case for National Action (1965) 
- Carol Stack, All Our Kin:  Strategies for Survival in a Black Community
- Robin Rogers-Dillon and Lynne Haney, “Minimizing Vulnerability:  Selective Interdependencies after Welfare Reform,” Qualitative Sociology 28 (Fall 2005): 235-54.
6) October 2.  Marriage:  Thinking Race, Class, & Gender
- Joshua R. Goldstein and Catherine T. Kenney, “Marriage Delayed or Marriage Forgone?  New Cohort Forecasts of First Marriage for U.S. Women,” American Sociological Review, 66 #4 (August 2001): 506-19.
- Daniel T. Lichter et al., “Race and the Retreat from Marriage:  A Shortage of Marriageable Men?,” American Sociological Review, 57 #6 (December 1992): 781-99.

- R. Kelly Raley, “A Shortage of Marriageable Men?  A Note on the Role of Cohabitation in Black-White Differences in Marriage Rates,” American Sociological Review, 61 #6 (December 1996): 973-83.

- Heather Koball, “Have African American Men Become Less Committed to Marriage?:  Explaining the Twentieth Century Racial Cross-Over in Men’s Marriage Timing,” Demography, 35 #2 (May 1998), 251-58.

- Megan M. Sweeney, “Two Decades of Family Change:  The Shifting Economic Foundations of Marriage,” American Sociological Review, 67 #1 (February 2002): 132-47.
7) October 9.  No Escaping Gender:  Same-Sex Couples and Household Life

Christopher Carrington, No Place Like Home
8) October 16.  NO CLASS MEETING
9) October 23:  Discussion of Student Work – Key Issues & Questions.  Group A.

an assigned article from each group member


4-5 page essay from each group member.

10) October 30:  Discussion of Student Work – Key Issues & Questions.  Group B.

an assigned article from each group member


4-5 page essay from each group member.

11) November 6.  Discussion of Student Work – Key Issues & Questions.  Group C.

an assigned article from each group member


4-5 page essay from each group member.
12) November 13.  Contemporary Cultural Representations of Marriage – the Indian Diaspora

- Jhumpa Lahiri, The Namesake

- “Monsoon Wedding.”  A film by Mira Nair.  [to be viewed in advance]

- “Young South Asians in America Embrace ‘Assisted’ Marriages,” New York Times, August 23, 2005, p. 1.


- Melanie Thernstrom, “The New Arranged Marriage,” New York Times

Magazine, February 13, 2005, pp. 35-41ff
13) November 20.  First Drafts – Discussion.  Group A.
14) November 27.  First Drafts – Discussion.  Group B.

15) December 4.  First Drafts – Discussion.  Group C.
16) December 11:  What Have We Learned about Feminist Methodologies? Or Marriage?

Course Wrap Up and Evaluation.

PAPERS DUE!
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE COURSE
1)  Attendance:  expected, not optional.

2)  Participation:  I will lecture a bit at the end of class, to introduce the next week’s material, and sometimes a bit at the beginning of class, to get us started.  But, basically, this course is structured as a group discussion in which I expect everyone to have comments, insights, and ideas to contribute.

3)  Reading:  to be done thoroughly.  This means coming to class having taken notes, identified themes and issues, and posed questions of the material.
4)  The Project:  a 20-page review essay on a topic related to marriage.  


The essay will assess and comment on the scholarly literature relevant to your topic – the questions, methods, findings, debates.  What methods have scholars employed to study this issue?  What questions have they asked?  What have they concluded?  What is the current state of knowledge?  Are there clear lines of division?  In what directions might research move?  What questions remain unanswered or unresolved?  


The goal in this, of course, is to push us to identify, if we can, the ways gender is at play and to see if we can distinguish feminist methodologies from others. What is a feminist approach?  Does a feminist lens make a difference?  And what differences do feminist approaches make?

THE STAGES OF THE PROJECT

The deadlines are designed to help you avoid waiting until near the end of the term to work on this project.  And, because many of our meetings are built around reading and commenting upon each other’s work, the DEADLINES ARE INFLEXIBLE.  You MUST turn in work on schedule.  


Dates for #2 and #3 will depend on the group to which I assign you.  I will construct the groups based on the topics you submit in #1b.

1a)  A bibliography.   Prepare 1-page bibliography of works in your discipline or field on marriage generally and your topic more specifically.  The bibliography should include both books and articles.  It should include works of broad interest and works closely related to the topic you wish to explore.  The bibliography must be posted by Saturday noon, September 15.


This initial bibliography should be considered a “work-in-progress” – that is, items may prove to be worthless and will be dropped by semester’s end, and as the semester goes on you will undoubtedly uncover other works of importance.  


Also, as the semester wears on, I will expect you to annotate briefly the items in the bibliography (2-3 descriptive sentences for an article; a paragraph for a book).

1b) A 1-2 page proposal.  Lay out a proposed topic or issue that you will explore in your major essay.  You may at this point have a very clear, precise, and focused topic or you may have an area of interest but are not sure how to define it so that it is a manageable project.  The goal here is to write something that will help you, and help me help you, launch you on a productive path.  Also to be posted by Saturday noon, September 15.
2a) A 4-5 page preliminary view of your topic.  What are scholars exploring?  What seem to be core findings and key controversies?  What questions are guiding your exploration of the topic?  What would you say your thesis, or argument, is at this point?

While the essay needs to be carefully organized and display polished writing, the approach can be exploratory and tentative.  That is, I am not expecting answers, conclusions, or resolution at this point.


Essay must be posted by noon on the Saturday before your essay will be discussed.
2b) An article or chapter on your topic for class members to read.  In order to raise the level of discussion of these preliminary essays, it would be good for us to have access to one piece of work that you think will help us understand what you’re studying.  Choose an item, and post the precise bibliographic information.  Item must be posted by the end of Wednesday, a week BEFORE your essay will be discussed.
3) A complete first draft.  By definition, a first draft is a work in progress.  So, you should not be worrying about whether you’ve gotten it “right” yet.  But a complete first draft is one that can be read through from start to finish.  Posted by Friday at 5:00 PM the week before your essay will be discussed.
4) Final essays.  Due Tuesday December 11, in class.
THE BLACKBOARD SITE

I am still learning my way around Blackboard, both the mechanics of it and the pedagogical utility of it.  I welcome suggestions from you about what has worked in other courses you’ve taken and what you think might be helpful here.


For this course, once the drop/add period is over and enrollment is finalized, I will create a discussion board for each student.  This is where you will post each of your assignments, where you will go to read the work of other students, and where you can post helpful comments about the work of others.  


I will also create a discussion board for each of the weeks in which we have common readings.  I will post questions to think about or issues that I think important, and I encourage [but don’t require you] to post comments of your own before we meet in class, as a way of warming up for class discussion.


As a general rule, I suggest checking the site at least twice a week to see if I’ve posted announcements and to check out the discussion boards.  


Links to readings, and sometimes the readings themselves, will be in the “Course Documents” section of the site.
